oi' Crt 4-& 

The judgement of the one who asks for 
the invocation of the dead 


"And they worship besides Allah that which do not harm them 
nor benefit them, and they say: 'These are our intercessors with 
Allah.' Say: 'Do you inform Allah of that which He knows not in the 
heavens and on the earth?' Glorified and Exalted be He above all 
that which they associate as partners with Him!" 

(Yunus 10:18] 


Al-Aqeedah 
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The judgement of the one who asks for the invocation of the dead 

(Expression: 'O Prophet of Allah', or, 'O wall of Allah, invoke Allah for me') 

. j luo 3^ ajj au! 


In the Name of Allah, all praise is due to Allah and may the peace and blessing (of Allah) 
be upon our Prophet Muhammad. Thereafter: 


LOjJ y , Ajiljtxil (c-Al s.LpjJI k_dls) aJL^* 3 L« aAp L£ Ajli 

aJiIjj (J ykxi aJLM.1 ojjt 3 OLdl Od/ij > L4 ^ LgJjlS 3 “C a»I Jj&I oJAp Oft/ 01 


It is verily among that which can be grieved about what has occurred of dubiousness in 
the masalah (issue) of asking for the du'a (invocation) of the dead which is connected to the 
major shirk. So I saw it as necessary for myself to clarify the 'aqidah of the people of Tawhid 
in this issue and that which we take as our religion regarding the one who says this (i.e. 
asks for the invocation of the dead) and the one who does not declare takfir based on this. 
And for you is the clarification of this issue, so we say - and all success is sought from 
Allah: 


. O^lP ^I i j AX)I P 2 1 . 0^^ ij AAP IwUxj wVp . Ijj 0^ • aJL^/»I 

The outline of the issue: That a person should say to a dead person - at his grave or far 
away from it: 'O fulan, invoke Allah for me/ no matter if the dead person is our Prophet 
(,sallAlldhu alayhi wa sallam) or others than him. 

s-lpaJl ULa jl a dill oJl* 01 ^^3-lxi.l 3 ^y^ju jap- a^p L aJLM.1 ojj&t 

.^3 f.Lpw\Jl aJ| Jl <_A Lc3 ^ OIj $ 0 ^? ajj! j>p ?.Ip^ 


We specifically mentioned this issue due to a doubt that exists in it with some of the 
ignorant latecomers who said (that): These words - or this invocation - is not (directing) 
invocation for others than Allah - the Exalted - and that this is not shirk akbar. Rather, it is 
from the minor shirk or it is from the hardm (forbidden) invocations. 

: Jli : oLoca i ^i aR^ 3^ 3 awI a^a ^3 Of/) 
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The reason for the opinion of these people are the words of Shaykh Al-Islam Ibn 
Taymiyyah - rahimahullah - in his book 'At-Tawassul wa Al-WasTlah' where they did not 
understand its meaning. He said: 

G dJLA j\ Odj hi f ^ dill s.Gj'j/l i ^a t _Oldl f\ JUL 01 :<Ljldl 

.f-adl djlj yA wad LAjd-j fox 


"The second: That it is said to a dead person or to an absent person among the prophets or the 
righteous: Invoke Allah for me, or: Invoke your Lord for us, or: Ask Him for us, just as the 
Christians say to Maryam and to others than her, then this is also not allowed and it is from the 
innovations." 


Li h yA I L5(j^ 0 Id* dj I CfA ^*d dj I ^ ya ^Jda la^ 0 l ^adI Cy*^ T L^- ^a^s dJ^9 ^ 0 l 

.d^aj 


So they understood that in his words: 'then this is also not allowed and it is from the 
innovations', that this is evidence (proving) that it is not major shirk, because if it was major 
shirk then he would not have said bid'ah (innovation). 

Lj :0Lj')/I JjA 01 Jja ^ I d^oJl ^ f, dSil ^o! Al ^gj L :J^i 01 : djiOLdlj 

djt^j ^jA a^liJl (_) dul (Jj—u 


And the reality is that saying: 'O Prophet of Allah, invoke Allah for me', is from the major 
shirk and not from the minor shirk. And it is like if a person said: 'O Messenger of Allah, 
make intercession for me and help me'. And our answer to their corrupt opinion is from 
nine different angles: 


Jl fjj dj yAj dd~»j ^jA dill wdUS ""^jA ( Jdwb wU^LiJl (JjjiJl lOjii (jjLj ^ j%dl : Jj'd d^-jJl 

^Idl id I 't-jia Odd lj^d aj^ ^ 1 o 1 h a dG»l y A~ l d j*a djil y^~ ?-L£o 01 t l) aj d ->* ^ ll &A .j • ^ 11 

diil yS- s-Lf-aJ d_«^l dj^ v j/l i_dLi4 01 ^ ,djLp^ djLp i3jhi 


The first angle is: That they, for this huge corrupt statement, did not come with evidence 
from the Book of Allah - exalted is His Glory - nor from the Sunnah of His Messenger 
(sallAllahu alayhi wa sallam). Rather the clear and correct texts proves that invoking others 
than Allah is major shirk which under all circumstances brings a person out of Islam. And 
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we have verily mentioned this in the explanation of the second nullifier (of Islam) and we 
did not differentiate between one description and another description. Rather, their saying 
contradicts the evidences which forbid the invocation for others than Allah - exalted is His 
Glory. 

yS "I d s-Lpoj jJJL Y c-Al oY t d jZi\ jJLs d, auI auI b ; JlS 01 

i. _jLi y* Idj^ ^Sj ^Ip- jAL> ^ pA.J AjY j 


The second angle is: That whoever says: 'O wall of Allah, invoke Allah for me', he has 
verily committed shirk. Because the dead person is not capable of answering and invoking 
the dead is major shirk under all circumstances and cannot be minor shirk, because it is an 
invocation of someone who is not capable of anything, and this is from the major shirk. 

l((_} b)l iOhj (i_ 1 Al £ol) JJLaJl <JjS V <0! :cdldl a>-jJI 


ijysj , AP-bLiJl jA s-lc-aJl twJJs adI fol 01 Cj¥.J auI -Up- d, ^jLuI cu-dJ (JjdJ 01 OK djdl L«j 

Jyi (j\p jAj AaJA- jA (UAj j b»_£Ao dp Yj U>-(j baj£b la el ila jAjaJLAI AP-bLjJl t_Jb> jA Aill £ol 

.(<oji jap ijjLxjLja ^Y^a oA/^h 

^»d Ail bdj , aJLp- jJJL; d (A c-d.1 s.Ip-jJ| ap-IauD aIa-A Slid aT 

.OJJi ( (J, aSj! £ol aSi! )j ( (_} Al (_jj b ) <3 p^^GI (pb) :i_)bb “bd , pIp-Jj 


The third angle is: That there is no difference between the words of a person who says 
'invoke Allah for me' and the one who says 'intercede for me': 


Because what is the difference between if you say to the dead 'intercede for me' and that 
you say 'invoke Allah for me'? Is not asking for invocation the intercession (itself)? And 
saying 'invoke Allah for me' is asking for intercession in reality. And the two words are 
from the same category and there is no difference between them. This (i.e. asking the dead 
for invocation) is the reality of shirk and it is the exact same as what the mushrikun said: 



"And they say: ‘These are our intercessors with Allah.'" (Yunus 10:18) 
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So both of them include taking an intermediary for intercession, asking for invocation or 
requesting something from the dead which he is not capable of doing, so they all have the 
same meaning. But regarding their saying: "that it is not du'a (invocation)". Then it is said 
(as an answer to this): What is the meaning of the yd (i.e. O) of calling in the saying 'O wall 
of Allah, intercede for me', and, 'O wall of Allah, invoke Allah for me', and similar to this? 


dys OjUL o^13 ^ A IJLa ^ULpI 01 

apLL iJl Lcjj *)l 01 SjJLSJl a .< j ./^ll ffi 


The fourth angle is: That the belief of the people who hold this opinion - that the one who 
says this expression does not commit kufr, in order for him to link this with the belief 
regarding the invoked one - is the exact same opinion as the sufiyyah who say 'we do not 
believe that they benefit or harm, we verily invoke them in order to achieve intercession, 
nearness (to Allah) and the intermediary (between us and Allah)'. 


>- Li : JjA dl (jjyill ? olj-Wl s-Ipo ijy.j ASd*)Ll«lj i jAl s.lpi l jy L* '.(JjHj LLl 
cA»l £.Lpo d, auI £ol qJT* L f\ f auI auI Aj L : 01 OtHJ ,Ll;wCpIj LJ ( 

.1 SjZu \jiS JJd 


The fifth angle is: That we say: What is the difference between invoking the jinn and the 
angels, and invoking the dead? So what is the difference between a person saying: 'O jinn, 
do this for us and give us refuge', and him saying: 'O wall of Allah, invoke Allah for me' 
or: 'O angel, invoke Allah for me'? They both have the same meaning and the invocation 
of the dead is even worse in kufr and more obvious shirk. 

djJuli <—A adI jA 01 ALp jgaJl a_«JI j_p jfsj L* i_jLLL; ITa 01 a>-jJ| 

( Jjd (J(jSI , aS^A-L s-IpUj s.1 p.s ^LJ qJJi 

The sixth angle is: That this opposes what has been established and what is determined 
among the a'immah of the religion and they agreed upon that the invocation for others 
than Allah - exalted is His Glory - is from the major shirk. And from it is the analogy 
between the invocation of the dead and the invocation of the angels. From among the 
sayings of the people of knowledge (are the following): 
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-ydlj j»4 

a^>-U- $.Li2s dL-»^ Aj 


ajI*x->A(j 33b i_JJo ^j .iJl u^J ) 'u^dL—Jl ^l-L* (_j jvAll Jls 

ol*x-4 SM23 IjuL *b(j )A-^ad dJ-d ^ aH-p Aq ail jj jls jil*Jl 2 jC» 

. ( Ail! 3i d ^jL-U jlj 


Al-Imam Ibn Al-Qayyim said in Madarij As-Salikin: "And from the types of shirk is asking for 
need from the dead and seeking help from them. This is the foundation of the shirk in the world. The 
actions of the dead person have verily been brought to an end and he owns not benefit or harm for 
himself not to mention for those who seek help from him and ask him to intercede for them with 
Allah." 


.3 aJ)I 31 ! JjA dl (jj*- 1 ? j-4-® ( Ail! 3| d o! dl—*< ) 

And the quotation: "And ask him to intercede for them with Allah". Then the meaning of it is 
that he says: 'Invoke Allah for me'. 

a looj-11 j glo■ • *0 jl jL>- jd>- d| ) ^udl 

^jiyCo lAl aSCj^U«i jp- tj dlA j A ^ dls ,a»Ij \Sfsi olSsJ -u>-l a!*s f d^A id&j 

.385/4jiL.Jl ( UsL^f cusjls Us olj-al jp- j jjA 3/ Ails 


And Shaykh Abdur-Rahman Ibn Hasan said: "If the attachment to the dead was allowed, then 
it woidd also be allowed for the slave to ask the guarding angels - those who with certainty do not 
leave him - for help, and a Muslim woidd never say this to begin with. Rather, if anyone did this, it 
would be shirk with Allah. So if this is not allowed regarding the angels who are present, then it is 
verily (also) not allowed regarding the dead souls who have already left their bodies." 

(Ar-Rasail 4/385) 

Ajladlj 3 aJ)I £ol c—d.1 Lj Jy* dl 3 ) • diiUl 0 Jjs> AdJA- (j yo (_aJ21JI -Up Jls 

-Lis a3p djj-Lflj *As A-ip j-LiL 'dj dd-C ^ L£ C—d.1 3 dls ,qJJi f '—•2.1 d 

.258 \^yS ^SUiJl £-Lv2-* 


Lj JjS Ju> 
( §g= 2) Li 


Shaykh Abdul-Latif said, when clarifying the meaning of these words: "In the saying of a 
person: 'O dead person, invoke Allah for me for guidance' (and) like the saying: 'O dead 
person, save me' or similar to this, then verily in the asking of a dead person for 
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something which he does not own nor is capable of, so they cannot fulfill it (i.e. the 
request), he has verily committed shirk with Allah." 1 

(Misbah Adh-Dhalam p. 258) 


jj/ , ap-Jj jl yS ~I All ) auI ‘AA j^I Jy* jl a>-jJI 

jlS"" tSj *iJlj ,^5C*Jl Aj ^jIj A; Jijj ^LuJ Aill y$ 3~^3 aajJ»I Audi ( Jw^'i/l y& -U>-yJl 

,i_j|J| iJlA ye APwb yji ^Ul L? l^ *>C?0 


The seventh angle is: That the words of Ibn Taymiyyah - rahimahullah - (that it is) "bid'ah" 
do not mean that it is not major shirk, because the basic principle is that every shirk is 
bid'ah. This is because Tawhid is the foundation, and it is the followed Sunnah, and it is the 
religion of Allah, and it is what Adam was upon when he descended (to Earth), and it is 
that which Nuh ( alayhi as-salam) came with. But shirk was an intruder upon the people, so 
from that aspect it is a bid'ah. 


. l&jA-j U^dl J jJis : JlS j*-gjsJl la_a ye dj Al a**^ <u«_J jyl A jl : ( j^»ldl a>-jJI 

!? l)j*5 .Jl ye ^| yS~*)!\ djjdl ye (_£jL^Jl aJjJLj La 


fljk yS~\ iiye Ait Jjila jl SI j^LkJl AjIIp I-L43 , ilj-iJl ye Ail ! IjJlS jli 

. Lfcj\Pj 


yS *! 4jI ^ ^ ,4^-J l)LuJ ^ip 4 j 1 ctiJi yS "I lljJlS l)|j 

4ji ja^I ^ ^ JjL>- ^0 cj 01 <- r )\y*&}\y J^A-I 

. jJJS yS- ^*ASdl ye 


The eighth angle is: That in the words of Ibn Taymiyyah there (already) is an answer for 
those who understand (his words) with this understanding, when he said: "Just as the 
Christians say to Maryam and others than her". 

So is what the Christians say to Maryam from the major shirk or the minor shirk ? 


1 These words are not a quote from the book Misbah Adh-Dhalam, rather they are the authors own words 
explaining in short the understanding of the content of the book on that particular page. 
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Then if they say: That it is from the minor shirk, then this is from the worst of falsehood, 
since there is agreement regarding that their kufr and shirk is major shirk due to their 
invocation of Maryam and others than her. 

And if they say: (That it is) major shirk, then this means that it is major shirk upon the 
tongue of Ibn Taymiyyah, and him saying that this is from the innovations does not mean 
that it is not major shirk. And this is the truth and what is correct; that in his words: "Then 
this is also not alloioed and it is from the innovations", then it does not stop being major shirk 
and it doesn't mean that it is minor shirk, and nothing else than this can be understood 
from the words. 


jjju .bfl-aj Olj ) : Jli sAy* L« Ua>- jjjuj yS-~\ ^j| 01 

0 . 2 Lp li! Auli aJLL>- au! d) 0OJll! Ojh aJLIp- o?hj auI 

^LJl •iljll'l -Up j! L »^ ad! 0^1L-«j jjJAls , glo.»j 

J OJTOU ^v_g_d_ko y* OOl f d! !j 2 I 

.128 /I IOjsi ^0!^>OJ t OUaJl y* OJH! di 


The ninth angle is: That Shaykh Al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah has another text where he 
clarifies the mistake which these people use to deceive with. He said: "And that establishing 
intermediaries between Allah and His creation is like the door-keepers who are between the king and 
his citizens in the way that they (i.e. the intermediaries) are the ones who bring the needs of His 
creation to Allah. So Allah (according to their claim) verily guides His slaves and provides for them 
through their intermediary (or intercession), so they (i.e. the people) ask of them and they then ask 
Allah (for the people). Just like the intermediaries who are with the kings who ask the king for the 
needs of the people due to their nearness to him. So the people ask them - due to their courtesy - to 
convey their question to the king, and because them asking the intermediaries is more beneficial 
than them asking the king themselves, because they are closer to the king than the one who has a 
need. So whoever establishes them as intermediaries in this way he is a kafir and a mushrik." 

(Majmu' Al-Fatawa 1/128) 


<0*^2 Up J5_j am! d am! JLO 0 Sks L JjA OLS""( am! 0jJd«A d JpLiJlj 

,j^\ aj! d am! £ 2 ! 0 Sks L jjAAl £.Ip2 0! 
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And the quotation in his words: "So the creation (i.e. the people) ask them and they then ask 
Allah", is like if a person said: 'O fulan, ask Allah for me and invoke Allah for me'. And in 
this there is an indication that invoking the creation and asking them with the words: 'O 
fulan, invoke Allah for me', is major shirk. 


s.Li 2 ^sl ( au! qJJS f 1 ya & k-J-ls Jl Jlij 


.794,702, 771 J*i^Ji 


He also said when clarifying the shirk of the people of the graves: "No matter if they ask 
for them to fulfill some need or they ask them to ask it from Allah." 

(Iqtida As-Sirat Al-Mustaqlm 702, 771, 794) 

And look into his words in 'Qa'idah Jailah' page 24, and 'Qa'idah 'Adhlmah' page 120. 


Alii L>- yS "I Ij£aU»I 1yiS"" yCJu ? aSI ^ol 0*^3 b ) OjLotS Adpj 

(1)1 $j£- (jl (jl Or (jj j-1*j oyiSsj j-rfiSy (jr^J j 

4^3 jJi Jl a] y aJLJL>- j aS^S (jl jy^-i 4^i jA_>- aJL-*^> o^lodl o-1a 

? t—L£lj o^LaJI o-1a ob ^J^i-I JjjiJl IdA j-aSOl olj 

^lp 1 _jA 3 ’_} jdA AUlj . “Up jj^l i g atij <0.2 jl (1)1 <ulpj 


Based upon all this then the expression 'O fulan, invoke Allah for me' - while the one who 
is invoked is dead - is considered kufr which brings a person out of the religion. And 
whoever doubts regarding it being major shirk which brings a person out of the religion he 
is a kafir. And the one who judges that it is not kufr then he is declared as a kafir and is not 
excused in ignorance. Rather that which should be known is that if a person only claims 
that this expression is an issue of ikhtildf (difference of opinion), then he becomes a mushrik 
murtadd who must be asked to repent from his statement. Because the reality of his words 
are (1) saying that shirk is correct, (2) doubting regarding it and (3) (saying) that kufr is an 
issue of disagreement. So let a person beware from this dangerous saying and let the one 
who gives a fatwa stating that this expression is not kufr and that it is an issue of 
disagreement refrain from doing this, and it is upon him to consider the evidence and 
understand the issues of his religion. 
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^L-AOEEDAH 


Allah knows best and may the peace (of Allah) be upon our prophet Muhammad. 

>10/2 /1423 
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